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Based on the findings
from the APMED Surveys(2016 and 2018):

• To update the status of localizing SDG4-Education 2030 in the region;
• To analyze the feasibility of implementing the proposed Indicative 

Strategies and Monitoring Indicators to determine the areas of 
support needed in accelerating the localization of SDG4-Education 
2030

• As a main thematic focus of the meeting, to review the policy 
context relevant to SDG targets 4.3 and 4.4

Objectives of the presentation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you Maki. In here, I would like to present some of the key findings from this year pre-APMED survey as well as using some data from the last survey. 
Of course, full of analysis we could made, but here the focus will be 
To update on …
To look at the areas where the member states are facing most challenges in implementing ..point 2
Although we have spent quite 2 days to discuss on target 4.3 and 4.4, but some additional highlight on these targets from the survey will be also shared.
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Limitation of the survey

• The survey provides very preliminary status of the
localization of SDG4-Education 2030 in the region;

• The findings are based on self-assessment only;
• Due to limited reporting, there might have effect on the

some of the findings
• Some of the responses might have been provided without

proper consultations with the concerned departments which
could have effect in the response.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Well, like other surveys, before telling a story, let me also inform you about the limitation of the survey so that you won’t make a wrong judgement.
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• The relevant SDG-4 focal persons and policy makers in the region (44 
countries in the region)

• In 2016 (responded by 24 countries)
• In 2018 (responded by 30 countries)

How surveys had been conducted

Sub-region 2016
Responded Countries

2018
Responded Countries

South and West Asia Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran 
Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka (7)

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Pakistan (7)

East Asia
Cambodia, China, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet 
Nam(9)

Brunei, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, 
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Republic of Korea 
(12)

Pacific Cook Islands, Fiji, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, 
Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu (7)

Cook Islands, Nauru, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu(6)

Central Asia Mongolia(1) Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan (5)

Total # of countries 24 30

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is our second round but actually 3rd round for our region but the first one was purely focus on the availability of data.
Out of 44 countries in the region, in 2016, 24 countries have been responded. For current one, we have received the responses from 30 countries and here is some comparison. The green color countries are the ones provided the information in first time this year. This is good news. But at the same time, some countries which has previously responded missed in this time. However I conclude that countries are sharing the information more responsively.
We have learned some lessons throughout these two surveys. Since such surveys provide rich regional picture on the progress on implementing and monitoring of SDG-4, we truly thanks the Member States who have responded also looking forward to having from those missing ones.
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National Coordination for SDGs and SDG4-Education 2030

Coordinator/Focal point

National SDG-4 coordination mechanism

• In most of the countries, a 
coordinator/focal point has 
been appointed for both 
overall 17 SDGs and SDG4-
Education 2030

• National SDG-4 
coordination mechanism 
has been established

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

For the overall SDG

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes No, but it is planned No, it is not planned I don't know

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

For SDG4/Education2030

Yes No, but it is planned No, it is not planned I don't know

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now let me quickly run through the some key findings by starting with the status on the establishment of coordination mechanism.
Find out not it is not plan in SDG-4 country -XXXXXX
For those countries, who haven’t been established the mechanism yet, we encourage to do so and are ready to provide any support needed (not money).
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Gaps and Challenges identified during the mapping/review

The mapping/review of existing laws, policies and programmes for the SDG4/Education 2030

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes No, but it is planned No, it is not planned I don't know

Alignment with the existing education policies and programmes

• SDG4 targets are not directly part of the policy;
• Policy implementation is weak or not enforced;
• Basic and secondary education is not free and compulsory; no policy  on rights-based education;
• Ensure all learners acquire the knowledge and skills to promote sustainable development; 
• Inability to increase the supply of qualified teacher; presence of unqualified and underqualified 

teacher;   
• Mismatch between education and labor force demand; 
• Technical skills training are not available locally; few affordable quality TVET and tertiary 

education; 
• Few disabled-friendly schools;
• Improving quality of teaching and learning; 
• Weak governance at different levels (central, provincial, school). 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once mechanism is established, the next step for a member states would be how to bring SDG (for education SDG-4) into national development agenda. For that first step would be to review the existing policies to determine what and how to localize SDG-4. 
Well good news is that almost of all the responded countries have already been carried out or planned to carried out such exercise one way or other (most of them have done as part of their ESA) and identify some of the challenges. Here is some of the compilation from the countries’ responses. 
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Feasibility of the Education 2030 agenda by target

• Most countries perceive that 
the Education 2030 targets 
are feasible.

• The following targets were 
perceived as challenging to 
meet:

• Target 4.4 (Job skills)
• Target  4.6 (literacy & 

numeracy)
• Target 4.7 (ESD & GCED)
• Target 4.b (Scholarship)
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SDG-4 Targets
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Not feasible at all Not applicable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now let us see the most popular question of which targets are the most challenging for our Member States in the Region think they will be able to meet. 
You might already know the answer, but confirmed by the fact that 4.4, 4.6 and 4.7
4.4 and 4.5 more on where to start
4.6 – functional aspect
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Target 4.1: Primary and secondary education for all

• Countries perceive that most 
of the  Indicative Strategies in 
Target 4.1 are feasible but…

• Challenges foreseen in 
implementing Indicative 
Strategy 5 (fostering bi- and 
multilingual education,) and 
Indicative Strategy 6
(Provision of alternative 
modes of learning for 
children and adolescents 
who are not in school)
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Target 4.1 with Indicative Strategies

Already being implemented Very feasible
Feasible Difficult
Not feasible at all Not applicable

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The survey also ask for each target, how they think of implementing various strategies to implement at the national level to achieve the target. Knowing their difficulties, we will be able to determine and also prioritize areas of support needed.
Given the time constraint, I am not going to elaborate detailed analysis, but like to give you some hints to think for further discussion.
For target 4.1, definitely bi and mullti lingual edu and provision of alternative education to those who are left out from education (btw the right to education is a fundamental human right) would be two top priorities for us address.
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Target 4.2: Early childhood development

• Less than 50% of the 
countries responded that 
they have already 
implemented Indicative 
Strategy 2 (Putting in place 
integrated multisector 
ECCE policies and 
strategies).

• Indicative Strategy 3 
(Devising clear policies, 
strategies and action plans 
for the professionalization 
of ECCE personnel).
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Target 4.2 with Indicative Strategies

Already being implemented Very feasible
Feasible Difficult
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For target 2, many countries are still struggling to implement the indicative strategies suggested by Incheon Framework, but putting the right policy foundation – str 2 and str 3 would be the first to start.
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Target 4.3: Technical, vocational and tertiary education

• In Target 4.3, Except indicative 
strategies 2 (Quality 
assurance of tertiary 
education) and 6 (Promote 
adult learning, education and 
training opportunities for 
young people and adults of 
all ages and socio-cultural 
background), approximately 
half of the countries haven’t 
been implemented the 
indicative strategies for Target 
4.3
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Already being implemented Very feasible
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Not feasible at all Not applicable
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For target 4.3, of course we have discuss lengthy in last 2-day as many remain to be addressed. 
Among the proposed strategies, countries are relatively advance in putting quality assurance mechanism and provision of adult learning education, but such strategies like …. are still long way to go.
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Target 4.4: Relevant job skills for youth and adults

• Many countries are 
facing difficulty in 
implementing 

• Indicative Strategy 4
(efficient TVET quality 
assurance systems and 
develop qualifications 
frameworks), 

• Indicative strategy 5 
(cross-border 
recognition of TVET 
qualifications) and 6 
(Promote flexible 
learning pathways in 
both formal and non-
formal settings)0%
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Not feasible at all Not applicable
No answer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unlike we seen in 4.3, putting QA system for TVET seems challenging for the Member States in the region.
We also need work more on cross border recognition as well as bridging formal and NFE path way to achieve target 4.4 for the countries in the region.
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Relevant policy to achieve the Targets

Target 4.3
Equal access to technical/vocational and higher education

Target 4.4
Relevant skills for decent work
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the same time, it is important to note that countries in the region are at different stage to putting relevant policies in those targets especially the policy development in higher education and NFE is still evolving and they will need support from the regional level.
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Target 4.5: Eliminating gender disparities in education and ensuring equal access

• It seems countries are facing 
challenges in implementing 

• Indicative Strategy 6 (access 
to appropriate technology 
and necessary infrastructure 
to facilitate a learning 
environment at home and in 
conflict zones and remote 
areas) and 

• Indicative Strategy 9 (Collect 
better quality data on 
children with disabilities)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For the rest of the targets, I will quickly highlight key areas where the countries in the region facing most challenges before sharing the section on they are addressing it.
For Target 4.5, strg 6 (…) and 9 (…) seems to have great challenges in implementing it. 
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Target 4.6: Literacy and numeracy

• Some countries in the region 
perceive that more work is needed 
for 

• Indicative Strategy 5 (Develop a 
literacy assessment framework and 
tools to evaluate proficiency levels) 
and

• Indicative Strategy 6 (Establish a 
system to collect relevant and 
timely data on literacy levels 
disaggregated by gender and other 
indicators of marginalization).
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For literacy, having a relevant tool for truly measure the functionality of literacy would be one of the priorities areas for the region  
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Target 4.7: Knowledge and skills for sustainable development and global citizenship

• Many countries confirmed 
facing obstacles in  
implementing the relevant 
strategies to achieve target 
4.7 especially in  Indicative 
Strategy 6 (Support the 
development of more 
robust assessment 
systems for ESD and GCE).
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Already being implemented Very feasible
Feasible Difficult
Not feasible at all Not applicable
No answer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For target 4.7, as we all know, it is a the most challenging target not only for our region, it is also for every region. But first and foremost thing we may need to do would be to have better understand and work together for what to measure and then how to measure (strag 6)



164th Asia-Pacific Meeting on Education 2030 (APMED2030), 12 - 14 July 2018,Bangkok, Thailand

Target 4.a: Education facilities and learning environments

• Indicative Strategy 5 ( to 
make widely available 
for learning spaces and 
environments for non-
formal and adult 
learning) of Target 4.a 
turns out to be the most 
challenging strategy to 
implement.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you seem in a slide – it seems str 5 of … would most challenging strategy to implement
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Target 4.b: Scholarships

Many of the countries have not yet 
implemented
• Indicative Strategies 3. Develop 

joint programmes between 
universities in the home country 
and the recipient country to 
motivate students to return 
home

• Indicative Strategies  4. Develop 
scholarships in the home country 
to increase numbers and types of 
beneficiaries in the recipient 
country as well as the local labor 
market. 0%
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For target on scholarship – bringing students back to home and putting them in their labor market of their home countries.
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Target 4.c: Qualified teachers

• The extent of implementation in 
Indicative Strategy 6
(Developing effective 
feedback systems for 
teachers’ professional 
development) and Indicative 
Strategy 8 (Strengthen 
mechanisms for social 
dialogue with teachers and 
their organizations) are lower 
than the others.

• This implies that the mechanism of 
institutionalized dialogue is 
required.
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SDG4 and Education Sector Plan (ESP)

Is there an education sector plan?

Bangladesh Yes
Bhutan Yes

Cambodia Yes
China Yes

Cook Islands Yes
Japan Yes

Lao PDR Yes
Malaysia Yes
Maldives Yes
Myanmar Yes

Nepal Yes
Nauru Yes
Samoa Yes
Tonga Yes

Afghanistan Yes
Brunei Yes

Kazakhstan Yes
Kyrgyzstan Yes

Pakistan Yes
South Korea Yes

Tajikistan Yes
Uzbekistan Yes

Vanuatu Yes

Sri Lanka In process
Mongolia In process
Thailand In process

28%

20%

44%

Already completed before 2018

It will be completed between 2018 and 2020

It will be completed after 2020

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

IF yes, what is the current plan period(e.g. 2011-2015)?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes No I don't know No Answer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the remaining time, I quickly would like to share what is the status of education sector plan which is THE main vehicle to implement all our efforts on achieving SDG4 in effective, efficient and sustainable manners.
Good news is that all the responding countries in the region these days have education sector plan. Sound usual but when you looked back 10 -15 years ago, you may well notice that this is not a case. Perhaps bad news would be these sector plans may only focus on basic education which we may need to work together to moving forward to a truly sector-wide sector plans which will serve the countries to achieve their national goal (SDG-4) in coherent and synergetic manners.

Then next question is after mapping and reviewing the current situation, when would be an opportunity to truly localize SDGs and here you will see that countries are in the different stage. Although having a truly align national education sector plan would be ideal, we must find the way to how best to streamline and localize every opportunities occurs. There should be local solution.




204th Asia-Pacific Meeting on Education 2030 (APMED2030), 12 - 14 July 2018,Bangkok, Thailand

Has your country started reviewing and revising the 
education sector plan?

to what extent the Education 2030 
Agenda is already reflected in your 

existing plans? 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Yes No, but it is planned No, it is not planned I don't know

When was the last time you conducted an 
education sector review/diagnosis? 

SDG4 and Education Sector Plan (ESP)

33%

56%
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Completely addressed

Well-addressed

Moderately addressed

Slightly addressed

Not at all addressed

I don't know
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Before 2015 After 2015 NA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But SDG-4 is not totally separate or new thing for us. Its already there and but different is not business as usual. Many countries are already started working on it and you will find in the slide that many countries felt that many of the SDG-4 targets are somehow already reflected. Furthermore, many of them are/will be in the process of reviewing or revising their ESPs.
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ESP and resources availability for its implementation

Are your education plans costed?

Are the sufficient resources allocated for plan implementation? 

Annual education budget plan in line with the projected cost? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also these sector plans are not just as a doc to be put in the shelf, they are costed and developed in a feasible and realistic manner.
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Systematic Monitoring of SDG-4

 All 25 countries have included basic education and technical and 
vocation education in their M&E framework.
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More than 80% of countries which responded the survey said they have a clear 
monitoring framework with measurable indicators in their national education plans.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When we looked beyond coordination and implementation to monitoring, you will also noted that there is a framework to monitor the progress have been in place for all education sub-sectors mainly in Basic Edu (of course) but also in other sub-sectors to the extent possible. But NFE and ECCE would require further efforts to ensure there is a systematic monitoring mechanism which should be part of the broader SDG-4 M&E framework.
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38 Asia-Pacific countries have conducted a mapping of available SDG4 data since 
2016.

 Data mapping exercise shows huge 
data gaps in the region

• On average, only 50% of the total 
indicators are available in Asia-Pacific 
countries.

• Many countries are missing 
indicators for monitoring Target 4.3, 
4.4 and 4.7. 

Note: The rows represent the 43 indicators and the columns 
represent countries. Colored-cells represent where the countries 
are able to collect data for the indicators. The global indicators 
are highlighted in yellow.

Systematic Monitoring of SDG-4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the same time, we are long way to go. Read textboxes
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Systematic Monitoring of SDG-4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will find that countries are trying their best in different way to address all these data gaps
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A National Voluntary Review(VNR)

The Existence of VNR/inclusion of SDG 4

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Your VNR included a review of SDG 4 Your VNR did not include a review of SDG 4

Your VNR will include a review of SDG 4 Your VNR will not include a review of SDG 4

No Answer
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No, no VNR was prepared or planned yet
I don't know
No Answer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One interesting thing to be highlighted or drew your attention is the link between monitoring of SDG4 with VNR report that MOE colleagues are not aware of or SDG-4 is not part of VNR process. Better advocacy and efforts to align and ensure monitoring of SDG-4 and VNR process is needed especially MTR is approaching soon. 
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Support needed
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

 When talking about strengthening national capacity espeically for policy, planning and monitoring countries are looking for the support on these top 4 areas….
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Support needed  to achieve Target 4.3 and 4.4

Target 4.3
Equal access to technical/vocational and higher education

Target 4.4
Relevant skills for decent work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also breaking down their support needed especially for target 4.3 and 4.4 – you will find that needs are different.
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Way forward

1. Develop policies/strengthen the monitoring of policies to eliminate barriers and
implement quality programs to attain SDG4 through:

- Fostering Multilingual Education; and provision of alternative modes of learning for OSC
and adolescents (Target 4.1)

- Professionalization of ECCE personnel (Target 4.2)
- Strengthening international cooperation in developing cross border tertiary and

university education and research programs (Target 4.3)
- Enhancing transparency and recognition of TVET qualifications to keep pace with the

changing labor market demands (Target 4.4)
- Ensure access to distance learning and ICT infrastructure for vulnerable and marginalized

girls and women (Target 4.5)
- Strengthening a system to collect, analyze and share relevant and timely data on literacy

and numeracy by gender and other indicators of marginalization (Target 4.6)
- Developing a more robust assessment systems for ESD and GCE (Target 4.7)
- Availability of learning spaces for non-formal and adult learning, network of CLCs and

access to ICT resources as essential elements of lifelong learning (Target 4.a)
- Prevention of ‘brain drain” and promotion of “brain gain” (Target 4.b)
- Strengthening mechanisms for effective feedback systems for teachers to fully

participate in education policy development, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation (Target 4.c)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the conclustion, we could summerize key findings as follows so as to have further design the apprpriate regional and national programmes to supprt our Member States in the region 
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2. Provide technical and financial support to Member States to ensure their capacities are
strengthened and expertise are transferred down to implementers. Areas that need
immediate support include:

- Education Policy review and sector analysis
- Review/development of Sector-wide/Education Sector Plan
- Streamlining SDG4 into national education sector plan
- Financing/costing of Education Sector Plan
- data collection, mapping, disaggregation, and analysis; development of SDG4

indicators; sector-wide data management and monitoring system
- Voluntary National Reporting (VNR) and inclusion of SDG4 into VNR

3. Effective coordination (global, regional and national levels) and innovative multi-
stakeholders partnerships to ensure resources are efficiently utilized and yield the
greatest and long-term impact to intended beneficiaries.
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Thank you
Learn more: http://bangkok.unesco.org/

@UNESCO_AsiaPac

http://bangkok.unesco.org/
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